
Dear Friend,  

  

We are a mere four months into the 111th Congress, and already it is clear the 

direction this new Administration and Democrat majority want to take us.  

Spending has skyrocketed with stimulus packages and bailouts, and there doesn’t 

seem to be an end in sight.  In addition, there has been an unprecedented move 

by the Federal government to inject itself into the private sector, a circumstance 

that cannot exist in a capitalist society.  On the horizon, Congress will begin the 

debate over a Cap and Trade Tax as well as a national health care initiative.  

Both of which will inevitably cost every American.  

  

Much of what we are doing in Congress today will have lasting effects on this 

nation.  Thankfully, this is not going unnoticed.  I hosted town hall meetings in 

Walton County and Gwinnett County in February, and based on the attendance, 

there is a good chance you were there.  We had record numbers of constituents at 

each event and filled the venues to maximum capacity.  In Walton County we 

had to set up an additional room for those who couldn’t fit.  Based on 

conversations with my colleagues, this phenomenon is not limited solely to my 

district; this is the case in every Congressional district and that is good news for 

our nation. 

  

I was the most inspired though in March when I had the opportunity to visit 

several of the High Schools in the district.  I hosted student Town Halls with 

students in economic and political science classes and was impressed with the 

quality of questions they asked and the degree of knowledge they had on a 

variety of topics.  Our young people today, the next generation of decision 

makers, are paying very close attention to what is going on in the world, and 

they have some very strong opinions.  Our teachers in the Seventh District are 

doing a wonderful job preparing them for the future, and I am grateful for their 

hard work.   

  

I hope you will take the time peruse the rest of the newsletter. You will find a 

FairTax update, outreach dates and locations, and much more.  Thank you again 

for your participation in this process.  
 

Sincerely, 
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ARE YOU PrePARED? 
As many of us have seen lately, disaster and sickness can strike at any moment.  Whether it be violent spring 

storms that flood a town or a flu like H1N1, all Americans understand the importance of  preparedness.  Since 

September 11, 2001, and the formation of the Department of Homeland Security, the United States has made a 

concentrated effort to remind all Americans that they need an emergency plan and emergency supplies in place for 

whatever crisis may arise.  The Department of Homeland Security asks that all Americans have emergency sup-

plies ready for three to five days.  Emergency items include clothing, food, water, and medicines, along with many 

other important items.  For more information about your family’s preparedness for an emergency, please look at 

the Department of Homeland Security suggestions at www.ready.gov. 

An Artistic Discovery 

On Monday, April 20, 2009, Congressman John Linder (R-GA) presented Phoenix High School student Victoria 

Vazquez with the first place ribbon at the Seventh Congressional District Art Competition reception held at the 

Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center in Lawrenceville.  Ms. Vazquez’s work, titled ―Passion,‖ utilized cy-

anotype, a method of photographic development which entails preparing the canvas with a solution of chemicals 

and printing an image on top of the canvas with a UV light— this process results in the typical Prussian blue re-

ferred to as ―blueprints.‖ 

 

As the winner of this year’s competition, Ms. Vazquez will receive a $1,500 annual scholarship to Savannah Col-

lege of Art and Design and a $10,000 scholarship from the Art Institute of Atlanta.  In addition, the winner will 

receive two roundtrip tickets to Washington D.C., courtesy of Air Tran, to attend the annual Congressional Art 

Competition gala on Wednesday, June 24, 2009.  Ms. Vazquez’s art will be on display for one year, along with the 

winners selected from other congressional districts nationwide, in the hall leading to the U.S. Capitol.  All the win-

ners of this amazing event include: 

 

  

Veterans’ InFORMATION 
Starting May 1, 2009, the Department of Veterans Affairs will begin accepting applications for the Post-9/11 GI 

Bill.  The application form, which is available at www.vba.va.gov, requires that individuals currently eligible for 

another education benefit make an irrevocable election from their existing program to the Post-9/11 GI Bill. Typi-

cally, individuals who are eligible for more than one benefit may use a combined total of 48 months of entitle-

ment.  Therefore, for those individuals eligible for the Montgomery GI Bill (MGIB) program, please be advised 

that if you have entitlement remaining under the MGIB, the number of months of Post-9/11 GI Bill entitlement you 

will be eligible for will be equal to the number of months remaining under MGIB.  However, if you exhaust all of 

your MGIB entitlement, then you may be entitled to a maximum of 12 additional months of benefits under the Post

-9/11 GI Bill. 

 

Starting May 1, 2009, VA will begin processing applications for Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits and  you will receive a 

letter explaining VA’s decision regarding your eligibility for the program.  Payments for the Post-9/11 GI Bill will 

not be processed until August 1, 2009. 

 

 

First Place Second Place Third Place 

Victoria Vazquez Anna Schoenbachler Sandy Mitchell 

Phoenix High School Brookwood High School Brookwood High School  

   

Honorable Mention Honorable Mention Honorable Mention 

Georgia Perry Indya Hilfort Natalie Uribe 

Phoenix High School Phoenix High School North Gwinnett High School 



THE FAIRTAX 
The current financial crisis that American families are facing demands that we fundamentally reform our Federal tax system.  

H.R. 25, the FairTax is a plan that can bring more economic growth to our country than any ―stimulus‖ plan ever could.  It is a 

profound idea that will help rebuild the small business engine of our great capitalistic economy.  As such on January 6, 2009, 

the first day of the 111th Congress, I reintroduced the FairTax with 34 original co-sponsors.  Throughout the first half of 2009 

we have already gained 19 additional co-sponsors bringing our total to 53 bi-partisan co-sponsors in the House of 

Representatives.  Five of these Members are first time co-sponsors.   

 

While the support of many Members is important to the passage of the FairTax, the grassroots movement is much more 

important.  It only takes a few dedicated and determined citizens to strike a match and enlighten the country as evidenced by the 

recent Tea Parties that demanded change all across the country on April 15, 2009.  For those of you who have been long time 

supporters of the FairTax, I hope that you will continue to stand with me in this critically important fight.  For those who are 

just learning of the FairTax, I hope that you will become a vocal part of this revolution, and I invite you to learn more about this 

legislation by visiting my FairTax website at http://linderfairtax.house.gov. 

 

2009 Military Academy Nomination Process  
At this time of year many rising seniors begin considering the opportunities available to them after high school.  

One amazing opportunity available to students is attending one of our nation’s service academies.  Deciding to 

attend an academy is not a decision to be taken lightly, but I hope that all eligible high school seniors will consider 

it. If you are a rising senior residing in the Seventh Congressional District who is interested, consider submitting an 

application for a nomination to one of the following service academies: 

 

 

 

 

You may have heard me say before that one of the greatest privileges I have as a Congressman is the opportunity 

to nominate young men and women to the United States Service Academies.  Every year nearly 100 students apply 

to my office for a Congressional Nomination to obtain one of the best educations in the nation and serve their 

country.  By attending one of the academies, America’s young men and women study to become professional 

officers. Without a doubt, the hard work, dedication, and commitment put forth by these individuals will  highlight 

them as future leaders of our country. 

 

All of the required paperwork for a nomination must be filed with my District Office no later than 5:00 PM on 

Friday, October 16, 2009.  Qualified applicants will then be notified of the time of their interview before the 

Seventh District Service Academy Advisory Panel on November 7, 2009. 

 

My online office has a summary of nomination requirements, frequently asked questions about the nomination 

process, important deadlines, and a copy of the application form.  If you would like to find out more about the 

service academies or the nomination process, please feel free to review the information at the following website 

http://linder.house.gov/academy or contact Annie Valenty at 770-232-3005, extension 11. 

Internship opportunities 
Internships serve as a wonderful opportunity for young people to become involved in and learn about their 

government, and I am excited to offer that opportunity through the Seventh District.  We have been fortunate to 

host many eager students, and their excitement is always welcome. 

 

There are internship opportunities available in Washington D.C. and full and part-time opportunities available 

locally in the Gwinnett District Office to any college or university student.  If you or someone you know is 

interested in learning more about the political process and how Congress really works, I encourage you to contact 

my Washington Office at (202) 225-4272 or my District Office at (770) 232-3005. 

 

Military Academy at West Point, New York Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, New York 

Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs, Colorado 

http://linderfairtax.house.gov
http://linder.house.gov/academy


Contact Information 
I always encourage comments from the citizens of the Seventh Congressional District.  Please make note of my 

mailing address and phone numbers or send an email through my online office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Outreach Program 
If you would like to meet with a member of my staff regarding difficulties you are experiencing with the Federal 

government, please contact my District Office at (770) 232-3005.  My staff is also available to assist you at 

constituent outreach locations throughout the Seventh Congressional District at the locations and times below: 

  

 Barrow County   Gwinnett County  Gwinnett/Forsyth Counties 

 Piedmont Regional Library   Grayson Library  Suwanee Library 

 189 Bell View Street  700 Grayson Parkway  361 Main Street 

 Winder, GA  30680   Grayson, GA  30017  Suwanee, GA  30024 
 

 June 11 (10am-12pm)   June 3            (4pm-6pm)  June 11 (5:30pm-7:30pm) 

 July 9 (10am-12pm)  July 1  (4pm-6pm)  July 9 (5:30pm-7:30pm) 

 August 13 (10am-12pm)  August 5   (4pm-6pm)  August 13 (5:30pm-7:30pm) 

 

Newton County  Walton County 

Newton County Library  Monroe-Walton Library 

7116 Floyd Street, N.E.  217 West Spring Street 

Covington, GA  30014  Monroe, GA  30655 
  

 June 17      (1pm-3pm)                  June 17               (10am-12pm) 

July 15 (1pm-3pm)                July 15  (10am-12pm) 

August 19 (1pm-3pm)                August 19 (10am-12pm) 

Seventh District Online Office 
My online office at http://linder.house.gov is regularly updated in an effort to provide a central location that 

benefits citizens of the Seventh Congressional District looking for resources, information, and services.  The 

purpose of the site is to host a true online office that provides resources and services to constituents, students, 

and those interested in legislative activities in Congress.  This site allows me to continuously update information 

for you – empowering my constituents, improving our democracy, and providing more efficient services. 

 

The site is designed to enhance online communication with you by providing easy access to updated legislative 

and constituent services information.  The site has prioritized regularly requested items so that they are more 

easily accessible for you, and I will continue to provide updated resources and access to services around-the-

clock.  Please feel free to stop by the site at any time and review the resources and services it has to offer. 

Mailing Address Office Online 

1026 Longworth House Office Building http://linder.house.gov/contactjohn 

Washington, D.C.  20515-1007  

  

Georgia Office Washington D.C. Office 

(770) 232-3005 (202) 225-4272 

(770) 232-2909 (fax) (202) 225-4696 (fax) 

http://linder.house.gov/contactjohn
http://linder.house.gov/contactjohn

